










by BUCKWILD on ... " and the like). 
Fortunately the music speaks for itself, 
and at its best It is adventurous and funky. 

-MA 

iipfilM1l111.'I 
Endtroducing LP (Mo' Wax import) Produc­
tion: DJ Shadow 

After several years of production for 
SOLESIDES and a number of Mo' Wax 
import singles, DJ SHADOW has unleashed 
his genre-bending debut album. The style 
he labels "hardcore Instrumental hip hop" 
has made him a sensation on sales charts 
overseas and with the trip-hop crowd here. 

Is it hip-hopP I don't know. Shadow Is 
deeply grounded in b-boy traditions (I 
kinda doubt any of the trip-hop guys would 
know who MANTRONIK was, let alone shout 
out his engineers in their liner notes). On 
the other hand, this music Is ambient In a 
way that is fundamentally un-hip-hop. This 
functions comfortably as background 
music in a way that hip-hop simply cannot. 

It's far more than background music, 
though. It bears close listening in a way 
most trip-hop does not, and that's a testa­
ment to Shadow's abilities. He escapes the 
monotony of predictable arrangements 
with imagination and virtuosity. Check the 
way he chops the MOTHERLODE break (pop­
ularized by PREMIER on "Credit Is Due") on 
"Changeling" or the arrangements on 
"Organ Donor." I gotta confess he loses me 
every time he dips into that jungle lsht 
(like on "Stem/Long Stem"), but I'm prob­
ably being small-minded. Regardless, the 
album is superb. 

P.S. Yeah, that is the Vinyl Exchange's 
own BENI B (looking diesel) on the back 
cover. -MA 

l:t,HUMil 
feat. GHOSTFACE KILLAH - "For the Lover In 
You" (Epic) Production: Puffy 

One of my New Year's resolutions last 
year was something about not being 
shocked by R&B/hip-hop remix hybrids, but 
lately I've been sorely tested-MARIAH 
CAREY singing over "Sound Bwoy Bureill" 
for God's sake! Anyhow, this combination is 
particularly bizarre-BABYFACE is softer 
than goosedown and GHOSTFACE is, well, 
Ghostface. fortunately the mix here is like 
70% Ghost, 30% Baby with a nice track 
credited to PUFFY. -MA 

rn-nn••·• 
"Luchini (This Is lt)"j"Swing" (Profile) Pro­
duction: Ski aka Joe Chink 

I think I like these guys better each time 
they come out. Here both sides hit. 
"Luchini" is a slow, smooth disco jam with 
a dope chorus and strong verses from 
emcees GEECHIE SUEDE and SONNY CHIBA. 
I'm still not sure what they're talking 
about half the time, but I can't resist the 
way they deliver impressionistic Blaxploi­
tation nonsense. 

"Swing" is a nasty party-rocking jam. SKI 
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freaks a simple piano loop and the LOU 
DONALDSON drums (which will never play 
out provided kids stay creative like this). 
The track features BUTTERFLY of DIGABLE 
PLANETS and though I'm not a fan of them, 
I have tc; give him his-he comes off. -MA 

Im 
"Unholyj"Uncontrollable" (Black Dog Enter­
tainment) Production: RNS 

DARK SKIN ASSASSIN is probably the most 
slept on of the WU-related artists out 
there. He dropped a dope single on Doe Loe 
Records a couple years ago. "Unholy" Is 
nice: it sounds kinda like "Unsolved 
Mysterme." DSA's rhyme is a street story 
with a thoughtful edge. 

The other song is a crew rhyme over BIL­
LY SQUIER's "Big Beat." No instrumentals, 
but "Unholy" has an acapella. Recom­
mended. -MA 

OU;Mil 
"Crab" /"Come Close" (Wreck House/Hot 
Wax Records) Production: Mad Man G/ 
Close Range 

My mans FRANK and SERG pulled my coat 
to this record, hyping me up with compar­
isons to RAS KASS or O.C.'s "Time's Up." 
FIERCE Is aptly named-he sounds passion­
ate, raw and angry, rhyming over a very 
minimal piano-and-drums track. His flow is 
nice and the lyrics have bite. Check for it. 

-MA 

11110 j liji fj 
"Up On Prospect"J"Booml" (Dolo Records) 
Production: T-Hall/Hillfiguz 

When I write reviews I try to avoid cli­
ches like "infectious" and "head nod," but 
damn if they weren't made up to describe 
this record. On "Prospect," HILLFIGUZ 
rhyme over a slow bassline so dirty It 
might stain your speakers. Vocally they 
sound a lot like M.O.P .• but don't be afraid: 
"Sweet like molasses/Turn emcees to Clay 
like Cassius/Rhyme style puts Earth off Its 
axis/I smash this/Better yet I blast 
this/Type of style to turn Catholic into 
Baptist." Highly recommended. -MA 

l!l§li191i 
"24/7"f"Book of Life... Page 2" (Mass 
Vinyl) Production: DJ Shok/Jaybiz 

Mass Vinyl has released a number of 
good Independent records over the past 
couple years, but this is by far the best. 
"24/7" features a dope piano track punc­
tuated with moog noises and an ill scratch 
hook from "Stakes Is High." As for HI-TECH, 
he sounds a lot like NAS (I feel stupid say­
ing this since so many sound-alikes are 
coming out, but yo, he really does sound 
like a pre-Escobar Nas) and rides the beat 
real well: "I'm padlockin' this/Hip-hoppin 
this/Fraudulence/Brothers is portrayin/I 
got to just put a stop to it/Me and the 
mic's monogamous/I promised it I would 
never leave/So l'ma stay forever married 
to her rockln' isht.'' 

On the other side they vie PORTISHEAD for 
a haunting loop. This record is a little 
derivative but I like it a lot. -MA 

HOMELISS DERILEX 
"Cash Money"J"Operations" (Stones Throw 
Records) Production: Architect (G. Luv) 

The Milpitas mic-ripper 50 GRAND Is back 
and on point like BREVIN KNIGHT. "Cash 
Money" Is his best yet. ARCHITECTS track 
Is definitely ufcked-up, and I mean that in 
the best sense of the word: the noodling 
bassllne, the on- and off-beat drums and 
the nasty "C.R.E.A.M." scratch all sound 
kind of off-kilter, but they work. 

"Operations" Is a mellow groove detailing 
dally llfe; the details and delivery put it 
over. This a must for those who didn't 
catch HD's single last year or Grand's 
appearance on the PEANUT BUTTER WOLF 
EP (watch for more collaborations from 
them-RASTA CUE-TIP played me a tape that 
was smoking). -MA 

MONEY BOSS PLAYERS 
"Walk With the Limp"J"Players Pinnacle"/ 
"Crap Game" (Warning Records) Produc­
tion: Father Time/Mlnnesota 

MONEY BOSS PLAYERS have been steadily 
building a rep over the last year through 
cameos and production for SADAT X, REAL 
LIVE and others (LORD TARIQ is all over the 
new SHAQ album). "Players Pinnacle" and 
"Crap Game" came out last year but they 
still sound fresh. 

On "walk With the Limp" they pull off the 
hook of the year using the best line BIG 
BANK HANK ever said (even if he didn't 
write it). Lord Tariq kills it over a mellow 
piano and rimshot groove. By all means 
check for this one. -MA 

mm 
"Leave Ya Style Cramped" (Relativity) Pro­
duction: PMD 

I thought he was done, but It looks like 
PARRISH Is in it to win it. If there was any­
thing good on his first solo album I must 
have missed it, but P sounds rejuvenated. 
"Ruff, Rugged-n-Raw" kicked off the come­
back with its irresistible vocal hook, but 
this has a much darker feel to it. He 
sounds like he has a chip on his shoulder, 
and the track complements this; P com­
bines a menacing bassline with eerie 
beeps and fluttering noises. Watch for 
more. -MA 

MUIU'lj 
The Turnaround: The Long Awaited Drama 
LP (Big Beat) Production: K-Def/Marley 
Marl 

Kids are sleeping on this record, in part 
because Big Beat is folding and wasn't 
really pushing this album to begin with. 
Mark my words, though-it's a classic. 

K-DEF is one of the illest producers work­
ing in hip-hop. Nobody else can make 
strings sound so damn hard (check "The 
Turnaround" or "Real Live lsht") and only 



VINYL 
for sale or trade 

HIP-HOP LPs and 12-
inches from 1984 to 
1995. Some old 
school, R&B, techno, 
1980s club/freestyle. 
Sell or trade. Info: 
Carlos A. Rojas, 4081 
Home Ave. #212, San 
Diego, CA 92105. 
Phone 619.262.5397. 

CONSUELO'S COR­
NER at Behind the 
Post Office, 1510 Haight 
Street, San Francisco. 
415.861.2507. Jazz, 
hip-hop, vinyl treats! 

STACKS OF WAX. 
Jazz, soul, funk, rap, 
etc. .. call or fax want 
list to 415.252.7817. 

SOUL, R&B & jazz 
LPs, buy, sell trade. 
Visa, MC, Amex. Dane 
C. LaBarr, P.O. Box 
260834, Tampa, FL 
33685, USA. Tel/fax 
813.882.3929. E-mail 
dcLabarr@gate.net. 

SPECIAL ED's "Think 
About It" /"One In a 
Million" 12", sealed. 
$10. Contact Parlay 
Graphics. 

VINYL 
wanted 

WANTED!! Souls' 
"Never No More" 12" 
and ANY old De La, 
Gang Starr, JBs or 
Kwame 12"s. Contact 
Jay Dub at 404.223. 
0247 (phone/fax). 

LOOKING FOR BDP's 
"Jack of Spades" 12", 
De La Soul's "Plug 
Tunin"' 12", Gang 
Starr's "Step In the 
Arena" 12" and Kool 
Keith's EP on the 
Funky Ass label. Call 
Albert 510.814.9237. 

WANTED: LA the 
Darkman's "As the 
World Turns" and 
Mobb Deep's "Still 
Shinin"' on 12-inch 
Contact me at: Gregg 
Schmidt, 83 Maple 
Pkwy, Staten Island, 
NY 10303 or e-mail 
poohjn@wow.com 

WANTED: Old and 
new Hieroglyphics 
music-12-inches, LPs, 
cassettes or CDs. 
Desperately looking 
for Casual "Me-0-Mi­
O" b/w "Rock On," 
Souls of Mischief 

PETE ROCK comes close to the soulful feel 
of "Ain't No Love" (check the moans). He 
even squeezes stuff out of records I 
thought I never wanted to hear again 
("Nautilus" and "It's Your Thing"), Last but 
not least. his cuts are real nasty. 

LARRY 0 is much-maligned as a lyricist. 
No, he doesn't reinvent rhyme-saying or 
anything spectacular, but his delivery is 
thick and his criminal minded lyrics are 
usually on point. This one deserves a lis­
ten. -MA 

SOULS OF MISCHIEF 
"Unseen Hand" (Industry Records) Pro­
duction: Opio, Kool DJ EQ 

Due to creative differences, SOM are no 
longer associated with Jive Records. 
Instead they opt for the independent route. 
No fancy wordplay, no complex beats. SOM 
finally manages to resurrect the lyrical 
skills that made them famous many moons 
ago. "Unseen" remix courtesy of KOOL DJ 
EQ. It is good to hear these talented young 
brothers back on wax again. For more info, 
call 702.889.4526. -BENI B 

NON-PHIXION 

"5 Boros" b/w "Four W's" (Serchlite Music) 
"5 Boros" and "Four W's" represent NON-

"Never No More" b/w 
"Make Your Mind 
Up." 312.722.0210, 
ask for Wiley. TOP 
CASH PAID. 

LOOKING FOR 
Native Tongue house 
remix i.e. Queen 
Latifah's "Come Into 
My House," ATCQ's 
"Luck of Lucien," De 
La Soul's "Saturday." 
Call Miquel, 415.552. 
6328. 

LOOKING FOR these 
domestics: Del's No 
Need For Alarm LP, De 
La Soul's Buhloone 
Mindstate LP, ATCQ 
Mr. Incognito (unre­
leased). Call Ritchie at 
510. 799 .6266. 

TAPES 
mix tapes for sale 

FREE MIX TAPES. 
Send $1.00 for postage 
to Four Foot, 3107 W. 
Colorado Ave #212, 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80904. 

UNDERGROUND hip­
hop mix tapes. No 
radio-played wack 
sh *t. East coast influ­
enced (no disrespect 

to the west). For a cat­
alog, please send a 
SASE to: Scratch Off 
Tha Serial, 369 S. 
Doheny Dr. #106, 
Beverly Hills, CA 
90211. 

Str8 outta Atlanta, 
GA. Phat R&B/ hip­
hop mix tapes. 1\o 
10,000 shout-outs, 
just cutz and scratch­
es, ghetto remixes on 
90-min. tapes. Only 
$10. 4 more info 
1.800.484.8336 code 
8273. 

Unique 90-min. acid 
jazz, rare groove and 
hip-hop mix tapes by 
DJ Tom Thump. 415. 
282.7052. 

EQUIPMENT 
for sale 

Custom, refinished 
CABINET SPEAKERS. 
Affordable, portable or 
not. All speakers made 
for your specific or 
general or mobile 
needs. Call Andy 415. 
449.8434. Let's make a 
deal. 

PEAVEY CS-800 Pow­
er Amp, 200/400 

PHIXION's wake-up call to the hip-hop com­
munity. "Why you feel the need to hold me 
down/Who, who the hell is you to think you 
down/Where, where ya gonna be in 2002/ 
Take these words home and think it 
through." Hip-hop's chock-full-o' shook 
ones in 1996. Artists spend more time writ­
ing than listening. Hopefully, both "5 
Boros" and "Four W's" will inspire Non­
Phixion's brethren to square up before 
2002 hits them like a ton of bricks. MC SERCH 
appears on both tracks. (It's good to hear 
him doin' his thing.) "5 Boros" also fea­
tures D.V ALIAS KHRIST on back up vocals. 
For more info, call 212.673.3883. -BB 

SIAH AND YESHUA DAPO ED 

Self-Titled EP (Fondle 'Em) 
If you are into hip-hop that borders on 

the cutting edge musically, then you'll defi­
nitely want to check for the fifth release 
from BOBBITO's Fondle 'Em Records. After 
the first listen, this record brings to mind 
memories of past efforts put forth by the 
SOLESIDES crew. In fact, their sound is 
Solesides circa 1993. Standout joints 
include the eleven-minute beat excursion 
"A Day Like Any Other," "The Visualz" and 
"No Soles' Dopest Opus." This record is def­
initely not for the one-dimensional fan of 

watts (8/4 ohms) in 
SKB rack case, $500. 
510.548. 7452. 

MACKIE MS1202 mix­
er. Ultra clean mic 
pre-amps (no-noise 
vocals on your four­
track!) $200. Matt 
510.526.8569. 

16 TRACK MUSIC 
SOFTWARE $299, also 
available phat com­
puter systems & set­
ups. 510.473.9638 ext.4. 

DJs 
for hire 

MOBILE DJ. Clubs, 
private parties, fash­
ion shows, school 
dances. R&B and hip­
hop. Clark Parker, Fog 
City Entertainment, 
P.O. Box 591171, San 
Francisco, CA 94159-
1171. 415.560.6800. 

EVENTS 
battles, seminars 

Beat Junkie Classic/ 
Represent '97. San 
Francisco, January 5, 
1997. Call 310.986. 
2775 or 619.689.6483 
for information. 

KALX Record Swap 
Feb 2nd, IO am 4 pm. 
MLK Student Union 
on the UC Berkeley 
campus. Loads of 
vinyl (soul, funk, jazz, 
hip-hop and more) 
will be available. For 
table info, call Beni B 
@ 510.642.1111. 

1997 Gavin Seminar, 
Feb. 12-15, 1997 at 
the Hyatt Regency, 
New Orleans, LA. Call 
the Gavin Hotline at 
415.495.3200. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BREAKBEATS wanted! 
Alert! DJs, producers 
and lyricists. Strong 
Sounds are looking for 
product for stores, 
labels, mix shows and 
distribution. Send 
tapes or wax to: 
Strong Sound Records, 
6253 Hollywood Blvd. 
#817, LA, CA 90028, 
attn: Chris Wild. 

Clanlftidacll.]fi 
FllE£ up.tiliS ~~ •n. nit fo~ It 1•1.;l 

·dJraemu~ Y 

hip-hop. Instead, check for LUMINATl's 
"Triple Beam" on the LOB label. For Info, 
call 212.673.3883. -BB 

THIRD SIGHT 
"Ballsacks" b/w "Rhymes Lika Scientist" 
(Dare Brotha$ Records) 

This joint is bugged. "Ballsacks"-the UUe 
alone should tell you what THIRD SIGHT 
chooses as the topic of conversation. 
"Rhymes Lika Scientist" may sound pleas­
ing to the ear, but that's due to that TOO 
$HORT wail, "Beeeaatch," In the opening 
segment. If independents are your thing 
then check it out, but only if you got a 
credit slip. Otherwise, kindly pass on this 
joint. -BB 

ROYAL FLUSH 

"Rotten Apple" (Blunt) Production: EZ Elpee 
Good God, this is ill. Flush sounds perfect 

over this mellow, buttery groove. EZ 
ELPEE's bassline and keyboard loop has 
been ringing in my ears for like three 
weeks now, and I'm sure it's gonna tor­
ment me until I find a copy. 

Yo, Blunt: this is FLUSH's third single and 
I still haven't seen a one of them in stores. 
if you want to sell records, you have to 
release them first. Got it, Einstein? -MA 
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IAD IOY 
lln&I• Can't Nobody Hold Me 

Down - Puff Daddy & Mase 

IEYOND REAL RECORDINGS 
Sln&I• Hip-Hop b/w Beyond 

Real (Remix) - Jigmastas 

BLUNT RECORDINGS 
Sampler My Xperience • 

Bounty Killer (features Junior 
Reid, 13usta Rhymes, 
Raekwon, Jeru and more-
promci) 

Single Unstoppable. Mic 
Geronimo 

COLUMBIA 
Single Music Evolution • 

Buckshot LeFonque 

CORRECT 
Single Everybody's Talkin - Ai' 

Tariq 

DATABASE 
Single Boogie Down's Got the 

Flavor b/w Don't Get It 
Twisted • foundation & 
Rczidue 

DEATH ROW 
Single Snoop's Upside Ya Head -

Snoop Doggy Dogg 
LP Tha Doggfather ·Snoop 

Doggy Dogg 

DEF JAM KICK ASS RECORDS 
LP Muddy Waters - Redman Single Everyday b/w Queens 

Stand Strong - Darcsyde 
DELANCEY STREET UK 
EP The Love Supreme EP - MEPHISTO RECORDS 

Pimp Daddy Nash Single Flava Lamp b/w A Song 
For Peace - Q-Bum's Abstract 

DOGDAY ENTERTAINMENT Message 
LP Greens· Closed Caption 

HEW BREED RECORDS 
EMO RECORDINGS Singles Crime Scene - Dirty 
Single Allstar Jam b/w It 's Rare - Fingaz 

Wisdom EP Other Sounds, Other Worlds 
- Hustletron 

EPIC 
Single Every Time I Close My OFFICIAL 

Eyes - Babyface Single lnfokill b/w Population 
Control - Company Flow 

FONDLE 'EM (Call 212.539.3722.) 
EP Siah and Ycshua Dapo ED 

PAPER MUSIC 
FUNKY ASS RECORDS Single Can't Hold Us Down -
Single Don't Crush It b/w Sex Babigezus feat. Greg Nyce 

Style - Kool Keith 
PRIORITY 

GOOD MUSIC RECORDS LP Da Storm - Originoo Gunn 
Single Death Becomes Her - Clappaz 

Cassidy (7"; 310.939.5112) 
PUSSYFOOT (UK) 

JIVE LP Ruban D'Alpha - Sie 
Single Hot To Def b/w Love 

L.O.D. • Keith Murray RELATIVITY 
LP Firing Squad - M.O.P 

LOUD 
Single Eyes May Shine (Remix) - SEPIA ENTERTAIHMEHT 

Xzibit featuring Mobb Deep EP The Khrornozome Project 

the Vinyl Exchange 
Parlay Graphics 
236 West Portal Avenue #402 
San Francisco, CA 94127-1423 

STREETLIFE EHTERTAINMEHT 
EP Westbound - Mac & A.K. 

SUNBURN RECORDS 
EP Th<: Toast El' - Q-Clurn 's 

Abstract Message 

TOMMY BOY 
LP Big illunts Vols. 2 & 3 -

Various Artists 

TRU CRIMINAL RECORDS 
Single One Life Ta Live b/w East 

Ta West - Ak Skills (Fur i11/o 
ca/1212.997.7669) 

WHITE LABELS 
Single Harlem USA b/w 

American Dream • Children 
of the Corn 

LP from the Crates to the Files 
- Lord Finesse (double vinyl) 

Single Fast Life b/w The Bizness 
(Vinyl Reanimators Remixes) -
Nas & De La Soul 

Single Leave Ya Style Cramped -
l'MD 

WORK/SONY 
Singles I Cot Money b/w Flip 

On This - d.b.a. Flip 
Cosmic Girl - Jamiruquai 
(double vi11yl, club 1r1ixes by 
David Mvr,1/es <llld fainiro<JIWi) 
One O'Clock - Sabel le i11-
eludes rell'lix by Freddie Bastone) 
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